
WEED NOTE 
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False sowthistle (Reichardia tingitana) 
FAMILY: Asteraceae 

STATUS: Alien, invasive (spreads rapidly)2. 

 

TYPE: Erect, annual/perennial herb. 

 

IDENTIFICATION: Reichardia tingitana (false sowthistle) has fleshy, 

hairless leaves that have prickly margins. The leaves are lance 

shaped with the narrow end connected to the stem3. 

 

DESCRIPTION: False sowthistle is an erect annual/perennial herb 

that grows to 50cm tall3. Dandelion like flowers2 are produced from 

August to October1 and are yellow with a purplish base and the 

outer petals are red-striped3. 

 

DISTRIBUTION: False sowthistle is a native to the Mediterranean  

region3. 

PREFERRED HABITAT: False sowthistle can be found growing within 

coastal dunes, alluvial river flats1, townsites and roadsides2. 

 

KNOWN LOCATIONS IN WA: 

False sowthistle has been recorded from Shark Bay to to Jurien Bay 

and is commonly recorded around Geraldton2. 

 

 

P
la

te
 1

: 
M

at
u

re
 p

la
n

t 

 

P
la

te
 2

: 
Le

av
e

s 

 

P
la

te
 3

: 
Se

e
d

 h
e

ad
 

 
 

P
la

te
 4

: 
D

is
ti

n
gu

is
h

in
g 

fe
at

u
re
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THREAT/ IMPACT: Environmental and Agricultural 

False sowthistle is considerend a minor environmental weed in 

Western Australia. Seeds are light and fluffy so can be spread over a 

long distance by wind4. 
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